
Getting started with Altmetric  
Explorer for Publishers 

Welcome to the Altmetric Explorer for Publishers! 
 
Your access enables you to: 
 
•  Browse and filter on the attention surrounding 

your own publications as well as those of 
others. 

•  View results at the publisher, title and item level. 

•  Explore the full Altmetric database of over 9 
million research outputs with online attention. 

•  Search for mentions from specific outlets or 
sources. 

•  Set up email alerts and create publicly 
shareable reports 

 



Logging in 

You should have received a link 
from the Altmetric team (or a 
colleague) to your organization’s 
account.  
 
Create a username using your 
work email address, and pick a 
password. 
 
You’ll receive an email to validate 
your account – click the link in the 
email to confirm and access the 
platform. 



Main search screen 

The main search bar. Search for keywords, 
identifiers, titles, publishers, output types 
etc. 

Save your 
search for 
future use. 

Sort by score, 
publication date 
or the source of 
the mentions. 

Click here to 
access the full 
results analysis. 

Click on any ‘donut’ to 
go to the details page 
for that item. 

Help, account 
settings, sign 
out. 

Toggle between 
the main screen, 
saved searches. 



Advanced search 

Search by 
publisher, journal 
name or ISSN, or 
DOI prefix. 

Choose the type 
of output you 
want to see 
attention for. 

Enter a list of 
scholarly 
identifiers or 
author ORCID. 

Search by date 
the item was 
published or 
mentioned on.  



Details pages 

The details pages show the collated record of all of the 
mentions Altmetric has found for an item, plus additional 
bibliographic and demographic information.  

Click through to view 
the publication on 
the publisher site. 

Register to receive 
alerts when new 
mentions are found. 

A summary of 
all of the 
attention found 
for the item is 
shown on the 
left. 

Score in context 
shows how the 
Attention Score 
for the item 
compares to 
others published 
at the same time 
or in the same 
title.  

Click through the 
tabs to read all of 
the mentions. See the last 

page of this 
guide for an 
explanation of 
the ‘donut’ and 
attention score. 



Results analysis 

Click on Analyze 
these results or the 
attention summary 
block below to 
explore all of the 
mentions for your 
search results in 
more detail. 



Summary of attention over time 

Click on the 
source type to 
show only those 
data in the 
graph. 

Use sliders along the bottom of the graph to change 
the time frame of the data displayed.  

Hover over a 
bar in the 
graph to view 
the data in 
more detail. 



Highlights tab 

The highlights 
tab shows 
mentions of the 
research  in your 
search results 
from the 
mainstream news 
media.  

You can see 
which research 
output(s) 
features in the 
news story and 
the related 
author(s) from 
your institution. 

The Highlights tab enables you to quickly find high-profile mentions of the research In your 
search results: 



Demographics tab 

Click on the 
icons to view a 
map of mentions 
from Twitter, 
Facebook, the 
mainstream 
media and policy 
makers. 

See the number of mentions and 
the number of authors of those 
mentions per country.  

The Demographics tab helps you visualize where in the world the research is receiving 
attention from in a variety of sources: 



Mentions tab 

Quickly find 
mentions from 
the outlets or 
people you’re 
most interested 
in by typing in a 
source name. 

Set the time frame you want to 
see mentions from.  

Export all of the mentions data 
to csv for further analysis.  

The Mentions tab makes it easy to find mentions from specific sources, or identify who is 
engaging the most by exporting the data for further analysis.  



Journals and Collections tab 

Compare attention by publication title and attention source in the Journals tab: 

Click on the 
journal name to 
view all of the 
items with 
mentions from 
that title.  

Choose which 
column the results 
are sorted by. 

Export to csv for 
further analysis. 



Saving your search 

Wherever you see this button in the Explorer you can click to save 
your search so you can return to it later.  

Toggle to the saved 
search screen in the 
menu on the left. 

Click on the green 
pencil to edit the 
name of a saved 
search.  

Click on the ‘X’ to 
delete a saved 
search.  

Click on the name 
of the saved search 
to access the latest 
results.  



Exporting data 

There are lots of places you can export data from the Explorer for further analysis:  

The Main Search screen 
Click to export details of all of the 
research outputs in your search results 

Mentions tab in the Results Analysis 
section 
Export all of the details of the mentions 
for the items in your search 

Journals and Collections tab in the 
Results Analysis section 
Export an excel sheet to show counts of 
mentions by journal and source 



Setting up email alerts 

Click on the paper plane 
icon to send yourself an 
example of the email alert.  

Once you’ve saved a search, you can register to receive email alerts with the latest results on 
a daily, weekly or monthly basis:  



Creating shareable reports 

Shareable reports, which can be created for any saved search, offer a great way to showcase 
the attention your research has received – they can be printed, exported as a PDF, or shared 
publicly via a URL link.  

Drag a drop 
the sections 
from here in 
the order you 
want them to 
appear on 
the report. 

There are 
options to 
edit the title 
and change 
the date 
range of the 
mentions 
shown. 



Attention score and donut explained 

The Altmetric Attention 
Score and donut 
visualisation are 
designed to provide an 
at-a-glance indicator of 
the type and volume of 
attention an item has 
received:  



Tasks to try 

1.  Find the attention for a set of outputs 
•  Search by publisher or journal – or upload a list of identifiers.  
•  Click through to the results analysis screen to explore all of the mentions in aggregate. 

2.  Look for some mentions from specific sources 
•  Visit the ‘mentions’ tab within the results analysis to filter the mentions by the name of a 

source that’s important to you. 

3.  Identify who is engaging most 
•  Export all of the mentions and sort them in excel to see who is sharing and talking about 

your content most often.  

4.  Save your search and set up an email alert to receive regular notifications on the latest activity 
•  Click ‘save search’ and navigate to the saved search page, then choose whether to get your 

email alerts daily, weekly or monthly 
 
5.  Create a custom report to share 

•  In the saved searches screen click on the icon to create a custom report – drag and drop the 
sections to get the information you want, and then print, save or share it with others!  

There’s so much you can do in the Explorer! Here are some things we recommend trying to help you get 
familiar with the interface and data:  


